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Capitol 
culture of 
fear stops 
reporting of 
harassment 


m Women who say they’ve 
been harassed at California’s 
Capitol say they don’t report 
out of fear of retaliation. 
Lisa Kaplan tells her story. 


BY TARYN LUNA 
AND ALEXEI KOSEFF 


tluna@sacbee.com 


It’s been 12 years since Lisa 
Kaplan largely “disappeared” 
from the Capitol community. 
Yet she’s still terrified to tell 
her story. 

Kaplan, now a 42-year-old 
attorney with a private prac- 
tice and a trustee for the 
Natomas Unified School 
District, says she dealt with 
harassment and inappropri- 
ate advances from men dur- 
ing several years at Cali- 
fornia’s Capitol. She eventu- 
ally blew the whistle, she 
said, when a boss refused to 
give her a raise she expected 
and asked why she wouldn’t 
date him. 

The complaint and Ka- 
plan’s career went nowhere. 

“You run the risk, when 
you file a complaint, of the 
good old boys network cir- 
cling their wagons and find- 
ing a way to get you out,” 
Kaplan said. “They can start 
that rumor that ‘she’s diffi- 
cult. She doesn’t do a good 
job. She lies.’ If enough of 
them out there whisper, who 
is going to hire you? That’s 
the underground current that 
existed then and still exists 
now.” 

A group of women who are 
calling attention to wide- 
spread allegations of sexual 
harassment and assault in 
California politics say Ka- 
plan’s experience is emble- 
matic of a culture of fear that 
leaves them feeling helpless 
and unable to speak up with- 
out risking their livelihoods. 

A liberal Legislature that 
has strengthened whistle- 
blower protections for public 
and private employers across 
the state of California is now 
facing allegations that it 
sweeps complaints against its 
own under the rug. In recent 
weeks, women who have 
worked in and around the 
Capitol have told countless 
stories of unwanted experi- 
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ALEX BRANDON AP 


Paul Manafort makes his way through TV cameras Monday outside U.S. District Court in Washington. Manafort, President Donald Trump’s 
former campaign chairman, and Manafort’s business associate Rick Gates have pleaded not guilty to felony charges of conspiracy. 


Indictments are the first by special counsel Robert 
Mueller in his probe into possible Russian influence. 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, ROSALIND S. 
HELDERMAN, CAROL D. LEONNIG 
AND SPENCER S. HSU 


Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 
pecial Counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III on Monday 
revealed charges against 
three former Trump 
campaign officials - including 
onetime campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort - marking the 
first criminal allegations to 
come from probes into possible 
Russian influence in U.S. politi- 
cal affairs. 

The charges are striking for 
their breadth, touching all levels 
of the Trump campaign and 
exploring the possible personal, 
financial wrongdoing of those 
involved, as well as what ap- 
peared to be a concerted effort 
by one campaign official to 
arrange a meeting with Russian 
officials. 

One of the three charged, 
former Trump foreign policy 
adviser George Papadopoulos, 
admitted to making a false 


SUSAN WALSH AP 


Rick Gates, who 
served Manafort 
and White House 
officials, is charged. 


statement to FBI investigators 
who asked about his contacts 
with a foreigner claiming to 
have high-level Russian connec- 
tions. 

Manafort and longtime busi- 
ness partner Rick Gates, mean- 
while, were charged in a 12- 
count indictment with conspir- 
acy to launder money, making 
false statements and other 
charges in connection with their 
work advising a Russia-friendly 
political party in Ukraine. 

The investigation, which the 
FBI began last year but escalat- 
ed significantly with Mueller’s 
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Campaign adviser 
George Papadopou- 
los is cooperating as 
part of plea deal. 
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appointment in May, has taken 
a heavy toll on the Trump ad- 
ministration, repeatedly putting 
the president on the defensive 
as reports have emerged about 
the work the special counsel 
team is doing. With Monday’s 
revelations, a week that other- 
wise might have been spent 
with Washington focused on the 
Republican tax plan will have 
talking heads dissecting the 
criminal counts against former 
Trump campaign officials - and 
speculating about the next shoe 
to drop. 

Papadopoulos’ plea agree- 


ment, signed earlier this month 
and unsealed Monday, de- 
scribed extensive efforts he 
made to try to broker connec- 
tions with Russian officials and 
arrange a meeting between 
them and the Trump campaign. 
Emails show his offers were 
sometimes looked at warily, 
though more senior campaign 
officials at least entertained 
them. 

Manafort and Gates pleaded 
not guilty in a brief appearance 
in D.C. federal court Monday 
afternoon. A federal magistrate 
judge put the men on home 
confinement and set a $10 mil- 
lion unsecured bond for Mana- 
fort and a $5 million unsecured 
bond for Gates. 

That means the men would 
be in debt to the government if 
they failed to show up for court, 
though they do not have to put 
any money down. Both surren- 
dered their passports to the FBI. 
The next hearing in the case 
was scheduled for Nov. 2 before 
USS. District Judge Amy Berman 
Jackson, a 2011 President Ba- 
rack Obama appointee who 
previously worked as a federal 
prosecutor in the district. 
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CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


INITIATIVE TAKES 
AIM AT CRIME 


Police and victims’ rights 
organizations introduce 
initiative to expand list of 
violent crimes and make 
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Sacramento officials want 
to use arena as a meeting 
hall during expansion of 

the downtown convention 


Court bars Trump from 
reversing policy allowing 
transgender troops 


BY W.J. HENNIGAN 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 

A federal court in Washington 
has blocked President Donald 
Trump’s directive that prohib- 
ited transgender people from 
serving in the U.S. military, a 
significant setback to the White 
House, although it continued to 
block use of federal funds for 
gender reassignment surgery for 
military personnel. 


Kollar-Kotelly’s ruling Monday 
restored the Obama-era policy 
allowing transgender troops to 
openly serve in the armed serv- 
ices. The ruling comes three 
months after Trump first used 
social media to declare them 
banned from military service. 
“As far as the court is aware 
at this preliminary stage, all of 
the reasons proffered by the 
president for excluding trans- 
gender individuals from the 
military in this case were not 
merely unsupported, but were 


studies, conclusions and judg- 
ment of the military itself,” 
Kollar-Kotelly wrote in a 76- 
page decision. 

In 2016, the Obama adminis- 
tration placed protection of 
gender rights on par with race, 
religion, color, sex and sexual 
orientation as part of a broader 
Pentagon initiative to bring the 
military in line with society. 

Transgender troops could 
serve openly and individuals 
were to be allowed to openly 
enlist for the first time in the 
military by Jan. 1, 2018. 

The Pentagon was blindsided 
in July when Trump abruptly 
declared on Twitter that the 
military would not “accept or 
allow” transgender troops to 
serve “in any capacity.” 

A major change of Pentagon 
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